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But this was "a fundamental and a perpetual error/' An evil in
representation, like poison in a first potion, "must be followed
by disease,, convulsions, and finally death, itself."
Charles Pinckney's motion for proportional votes in the Senate
"passed in the negative," in the language of the time, with six
states opposed. Massachusetts was among them, because Gorham
was absent that day, and King was outvoted by Gerry and Strong.
On Monday the 16th the Convention voted on the compromise
proposal as a whole. The vote was nearly as close as it could be,
and as it had regularly been during all the recent deliberations.
Connecticut, New Jersey, Delaware, Maryland, and North Caro-
lina approved; Pennsylvania, Virginia, South Carolina, and
Georgia opposed; Massachusetts was divided. Even if Massachu-
setts had voted with the larger states, the result would have been
merely a tie. The Convention was at a standstill.
Randolph, original proposer of the Virginia plan over which
they had been working for six weeks, said that the vote had "em-
barrassed the business extremely." He had come this morning
with a series of suggestions which he thought might conciliate
the smaller states. His suggestions provided for an enumeration
of special cases in which the states might have equal votes in
the Senate, proportional votes in all others. But since he now
saw that the smaller states persisted in demanding equal votes in
-every case, he "could not but think we were unprepared to dis-
cuss this subject further. It will probably be in vain to come to
any final decision with a bare majority on either side. For these
reasons he wished the Convention might adjourn, that the large
States might consider the steps proper to be taken in the present
•solemn crisis of the business, and that the small States might
also deliberate on the means of conciliation/'
Paterson thought it was high time to adjourn. The rule of
secrecy ought to be rescinded, and the delegates ought to be free
to consult their constituents. But the smaller states, he assured
the Convention, would in no circumstances yield their absolute
demand for equality in the Senate. If Randolph were willing to
move that the Convention adjourn sine die, Paterson would sec-
ond it "with all his heart." Whether or not Paterson was actually
in favor of a permanent adjournment, he seized on this troubled
moment to make a suggestion that amounted to a threat.
Randolph Tiad never entertained the idea of an adjournment

